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Mansfield Park has been seen a symbol of Jane Austen’s maturity in novel 
writing. Its overwhelming influence not only makes it one of the most popular works 
among English novels, but also an important research topic in the field of English 
literature. 
The thesis purposes to carry a postcolonial study of Mansfield Park by putting 
it in the frameworks of Edward Said’s Orientalism and Gayatri Spivak’s Subaltern 
study. And through analyzing the heroine -- Fanny’s life in Mansfield Park, a 
conclusion can be drawn that people’s position in society shifts according to both 
locations and their self-consciousness. 
After introducing Postcolonial criticism briefly, the thesis presents three 
perspectives in Mansfield Park study. The first one is studying the novel as an 
autobiography of Jane Austen. The next one is examining it with the historical 
background. And the last one is to study Mansfield Park from a feminist perspective. 
Fanny Price and Maria Bertram are analyzed from Said’s theory of Other and 
Gayatri Spivak’s Subaltern study respectively. Fanny’s identity of an Other in 
Mansfield Park is shown with a close looking into her life in Mansfield Park. And 
through analyzing Maria’s failed marriage, we find a Subaltern in the cover of 
wealth and grace. 
Fanny’s identity as an Other shifts as she gets involved in the society she lives 
in. By looking into Fanny’s journey of self-searching in Mansfield Park, we see her 
change from Otherized to Otherizing. Postcolonial study of Mansfield Park not only 
enriches the perspective of the novel and the novelist’s study, but sheds some light 
on the construction of a more harmonious world under the background of 
globalization. 
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Mansfield Park is wholly the work of Jane Austen’s maturity, written when she 
was between thirty-six and thirty-nine years old. Unlike what she does in Pride and 
Prejudice, where she sees only from Elizabeth Bennet’s eyes, in this novel, Austen 
no longer fixes her eyes only on the hero. Instead, she tries to enter every character. 
Sometimes, she uses Fanny’s eyes, sometimes Edmund’s. In the twinkling of an eye, 
she can even see through Sir Thomas and Mary Crawford’s eyes. All of a sudden, as 
readers, we cannot keep willful anymore.  
Many great novels concern themselves with characters whose place in society 
are not fixed or assured. Foundlings, orphans, outsiders, people moving from one 
country to another, those who have to create the shape of their lives as they go along, 
or those who find themselves involved in movements or changes over which they 
have only partial control – such people are common frequenters of the novel. But, 
whatever happens to these characters, they are not where they were; they are not 
what they were. And so it is with Fanny Price, the heroine of Mansfield Park. 
Fanny starts her life in a lower-middle-class family in Portsmouth, while we 
last see her effectively accepted as mistress of Mansfield Park. Initially an object of 
charity, she ends up cherished as the indispensable mainstay of the Mansfield family. 
With her final marriage and full social and familial recognition, her real self is 
successfully and rightfully defined.  
Since the publication of Mansfield Park, many scholars have studied it from 
different perspectives. Some critics study the novel as an autobiography of Jane 
Austen; some scholars examine it with the historical background; and also some 
carry their research of Mansfield Park from a feminist perspective. 
This thesis will try to examine this work with the perspective of 
postcolonialism. Two famous postcolonial critics – Edward Said and Gayatri Spivak’ 















Moreover, through analyzing Fanny’s life in Mansfield Park, we see her journey 
from Otherized to Otherizing.  
The thesis is composed of five parts. 
The first part is Introduction. Jane Austen and the heroine Fanny Price of 
Mansfield Park are introduced in this part. Moreover, this part introduces the 
purpose and the organization of this thesis. 
Chapter One introduces postcolonial criticism and the literature review of 
Mansfield Park. For Postcolonial criticism, the thesis concentrates on Edward Said’s 
theory of Other in Orientalism (1978), and Gayatri Spivak’s Subaltern study which 
finds the expression in her famous essay Can the Subaltern Speak? (1985) For 
literature review, there are mainly three kinds. Some critics study the novel as an 
autobiography of Jane Austen; some scholars examine it with the historical 
background; and also some carry their research of Mansfield Park from a feminist 
perspective. 
Chapter Two, from Said’s theory of Other, deals with the Other identity of the 
heroine Fanny Price in Mansfield Park. Through analyzing the first three stages 
when Fanny lives in Mansfield Park, a conclusion can be drawn that Fanny is treated 
as an Other in Mansfield Park. And from Gayatri Spivak’s Subaltern study, this 
chapter analyzes the Subaltern -- Maria Bertram in Mansfield Park. Maria’s mission 
is to add her family luster by her marriage. Without proper moral education, she 
finally ruins her life. 
Chapter Three explores Fanny’s journey of self-searching, and the process she 
becomes the subject of Otherizing. By becoming active and attractive, Fanny 
becomes the centre of attention. When facing all the temptations that try to make her 
away from her moral principles, she chooses to stay still and finds her real self at 
last. Through analyzing Fanny’s attitude to Portsmouth, we can notice that Fanny 
becomes the subject of Otherizing in Portsmouth. 
The last part is the conclusion. This thesis carries a postcolonial study of 
Mansfield Park within the framework of Said’s Orientalism and Spivak’s Subaltern 















analyzing Fanny’s life in Mansfield Park, we see her journey from Otherized to 
Otherizing. Postcolonial study of Mansfield Park enriches the perspective of the 
novel and the novelist’s study. Moreover, it sheds some light on the construction of a 
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Chapter One  Postcolonial Criticism and Mansfield 
Park 
1.1 The Theory of Postcolonial Criticism 
To understand more about the theory of postcolonial criticism, it is necessary to 
study the viewpoints of the two famous postcolonial critics – Edward Said and 
Gayatri Spivak. They are both authorities in Postcolonial study, and they also pay 
attention to specific aspects. 
1.1.1 An Introduction to Postcolonialism 
Over the last ten years or so, postcolonialism has established itself as an 
important, challenging and exciting form of inquiry within the humanities, 
especially for critics and theorists working in the increasingly interdisciplinary and 
politicized realm of what was once called “English”. Its impact within this realm has 
been felt most powerfully in Britain and America. 
Postcolonial criticism emerged as a distinct category only in the 1990s. It is not 
mentioned, for instance, in the first edition of Selden’s A Reader’s Guide to 
Contemporary Literary Theory (1985) or Jeremy Hawthorn’s A Concise Glossary of 
Contemporary Literary Theory (1992). It has gained currency through the influence 
of such books as: In Other Worlds (Gayatri Spivak, 1987); The Empire Writes Back 
(Bill Ashcroft, 1989); Nation and Narration (Homi Bhabha, 1990) and Culture and 
Imperialism (Edward Said, 1993). An important collection of relevant essays 
(though it does not use the term “postcolonialism”) is Race, Writing and Difference 
(1986), reprinted from two issues of the journal Critical Inquiry, and edited by 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr, one of the best-known American figures in this field. 
One significant effect of postcolonial criticism is to further undermine the 
Universalist claims once made on behalf of literature by liberal humanist critics. If 
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demote or disregard cultural, social, regional, and national differences in experience 
and outlook, preferring instead to judge all literature by a single, supposedly 
“universal” standard. Thus, for instance,  
A routine claim about the “Wessex” setting of Hardy’s novels is that it is really a 
canvas on which Hardy depicts and examines fundamental, universal aspects of the 
human condition. Thus, Hardy’s books are not thought of as primarily regional or 
historical or masculine or white or working-class novels – they are just novels, and 
built into this attitude is the assumption that this way of writing and representing 
reality is the unquestioned norm, so that the situations depicted can stand for all 
possible forms of human interaction. (Barry, 2002: 121-2) 
This universalism is rejected by postcolonial criticism. Whenever a universal 
signification is claimed for a work, then, white, Eurocentric norms and practices are 
being promoted by a sleight of hand to this elevated status, and all others 
correspondingly relegated to subsidiary, marginalized roles. 
The ancestry of postcolonial criticism can be traced to Frantz Fanon’s The 
Wretched of the Earth, published in French in 1961, and voicing what might be 
called “culture resistance” to France’s African empire. Fanon (a psychiatrist from 
Martinique) argued that the first step for “colonialised” people in finding a voice and 
an identity is to reclaim their own past.  
For centuries the European colonizing power will have devalued the nation’s 
past, seeing its precolonial era as a pre-civilized limbo, or even as a historical void. 
Children, both black and white, will have been taught to see history, culture and 
progress as beginning with the arrival of the Europeans. (Barry, 2002: 101) 
If the first step towards a postcolonial perspective is to reclaim one’s own past, then 
the second is to begin to break the colonialist ideology by which that past had been 
devalued. 
Hence, another major book, which can be said to inaugurate postcolonial 
criticism is Edward Said’s Orientalism (1978), which is a specific expose of the 
Eurocentric universalism which takes for granted both the superiority of what is 
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culture tradition of “Orientalism”, which is a particular and long-standing way of 
identifying the East as “Other” and inferior to the West. The Orient, he says, features 
in the Western mind “as a sort of surrogate and even underground self” (Walder, 
1990: 236). This means, in effect, that the East becomes the repository or projection 
of those aspects of themselves which Westerners do not choose to acknowledge. At 
the same time, and paradoxically, the East is seen as a fascinating realm of the exotic, 
the mystical and the seductive.  
It also tends to be seen as homogenous, the people there being anonymous 
masses, rather than individuals, their actions determined by instinctive emotions (lust, 
terror, fury, etc.) rather than by conscious choices or decisions. Their emotions and 
reactions are always determined by racial considerations (they are like this because 
they are Asiatics or blacks or Orientals) rather than by aspects of individual status or 
circumstance. In such statements as these we note immediately that “the Arab” or 
“Arabs” have an aura of apartness, definiteness, and collective self-consistency such 
as to wipe out any traces of individual Arab with narratable like Histories. (Easthope, 
1992: 64) 
As a result of its various and interdisciplinary using, this thought, 
postcolonialism has generated many specialized academic study. The school of 
postcolonialism has many prominent critics, with Edward W. Said, Homi Bhabha, 
and Gayatri C. Spivak as its representatives. 
1.1.2 Said and His Orientalism 
Said was born in Jerusalem, Palestine in 1935 and is of Palestinian heritage. 
Said was educated in both British and American colonial schools in Cairo, before 
graduating from Princeton in 1957 and receiving his PhD from Harvard in 
1964.  His nationality, heritage, and education define him as someone mixed. Said 
says he always experiences his identity as complicated, as a US citizen as well as a 
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His consciousness is split between two perspectives. He is deeply read in 
western history and literature, which undoubtedly imprinted in him western 
intellectuality, tradition and morality.  Palestinian lineage creates the dichotomized 
voice, and internal tension, which Said constantly attempts to negotiate. (Kennedy, 
2000: 57) 
Edward Said is considered as the founder of postcolonial theory. As 
internationally renowned literary and cultural critic，he wrote many exemplary and 
influential books, including Orientalism，The Politics of Dispossession, Covering 
Islam, Culture and Imperialism, Representation of the Intellectuals etc. When future 
scholars take a look back at the intellectual history of the last quarter of 20th 
century，Edward Said is too important to be ignored. One of his most important 
books is Orientalism which is produced in 1978. In this book, he examines how 
western world creates an image – the Other – in order to satisfy the superior 
westerners’ self-complacency. 
Said claims that Orientalism is the West’s way of coming to terms with the 
experience of the Other.  Lacan introduces the binary Self/Other. According to 
Lacan, we construct a notion of self only in juxtaposition and recognition of 
“Otherness.”  Said adopts the same logic and applies it on a global scale.  He 
claims the West develops a sense of identity only through its divergence and 
juxtaposition to the East. The West throws away those vices, which it cannot 
acknowledge, onto the Other.  Such vices include drunkenness, greed, trickery, 
sloth, sensuality, cruelty, laziness, decadence etc.  In defining the Other, the West is 
actually creating boundaries which help it define itself.  For example, Westerns are 
“cerebral” only because Orientals are “sensual”, “corporal”, or “bodily”.  Said says 
that the Orientalism reveals more about the West and its own fantasies than it does 
about the actual people, culture, and history of the East.  The East becomes a 
repository for the repressed qualities, which Westerners deny.  
“By virtue of the fact that the poet, scholar, and politician speaks for, or writes 
about the Orient indicates the Orient is absent, and that the Orientalist is outside the 
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West.”  (Said, 1978: 21) Said is making the distinction between discursive reality 
created in the West and the brute reality of the East which remains beyond western 
comprehension. 
The East is not only a myth but also a sign of European-Atlantic power over the 
Orient.  The fact that it can create race through discourse is possible because of 
authority. There is an inherent relationship between power and knowledge.  This 
power-knowledge formation is the material referent behind the authority of 
Orientalism and Said’s argument.  Orientalism as a discursive reality is not only 
imaginative in the West’s way of contrasting images, ideas, experiences, and 
personalities. It’s material as well. Orientalism expresses and represents an 
ideological mode of discourse supported and perpetuated by social institutions, and 
political and academic forums.  The discursive practice is rooted in Western 
authority over the Orient in which the innocence of knowledge is sacrificed. One 
example of the power-knowledge formation is the British and American colonial 
education chain across the East.  Said himself was a pupil in British and American 
colonial schools.   
Children of military personnel stationed across Africa and Asia are still 
matriculated in such schools, as are colonial subjects. Said points out that Napoleon 
brought with him not only soldiers, but also scholars. The Western historian, 
philologist, linguist, and others involved in French erudition, followed the 
warrior. (Loomba, 1998: 172) 
Here we see knowledge is in fact not innocent, but rather a reflection of power. Said 
claims that ideologies adopted from nationalism, academia, and family create 
cultural hegemony, or consent with respect to Orientalism. 
Orientalists use both Euro centrism and prejudice to draw the Orient as a land 
full of inferior and degenerate peoples. Throughout the whole history, Orientalism 
has been used to build the inferiority of the Oriental people. They are made lower in 
many different ways. The Oriental people are not what they are anymore, but what 
the westerns want they are. 
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of every culture require the existence of another different and competing alter ago. 
The construction of identity – for identity whether of Orient or Occident, France or 
Britain, while obviously a repository of distinct collective experience, is finally a 
construction – involves establishing oppositions and Other whose actuality is always 
subject to the continuous interpretation of their differences from “us”. (Marrouchi, 
1998: 195) 
From what Said says, we can see that the purpose Orientalists construct the 
Orient is to settle and confirm the inferiority of the Orient, and also the strength and 
greatness of the Occident. All the binary comparisons between the Orient and the 
Occident try to prove the former as the inferior and the latter as the superior. The 
West uses the Eastern world as an object of reference to show their masculine, 
rational, progressive, democratic, moral and dynamic characters; while the East 
becomes voiceless, duplicitous, feminine, backward and sensual. 
1.1.3 Spivak and Subaltern Study 
Spivak was born Gayatri Chakravorty, in Calcutta, India, on February 24th, 
1942. She received an undergraduate degree in English at the University of Calcutta 
(1959), graduating with first class honors. After this, she completed her Master’s in 
English from Cornell University, and then pursued her PhD. while teaching at the 
University of Iowa. Her dissertation was on W.B. Yeats, directed by Paul de Man, 
titled Myself Must I Remake: The Life and Poetry of W.B. Yeats. At Cornell, she was 
the second woman elected to membership in the Telluride Association. She was 
briefly married to Talbot Spivak in the 1960s. The Bride Wore the Traditional Gold 
by Talbot Spivak is an autobiographical novel that deals with the early years of this 
marriage. 
Spivak had taught at several universities before arriving at Columbia in 1991. 
She has been a Guggenheim fellow, received numerous academic honors including 
an honorary doctorate from Oberlin College, and has been on the editorial board of 
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